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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________  

Date: ________________________  Class/Section: ______________________________________

Communication

March Madness Employability Skills
Word Bank 

Instructions
Below are scenarios inspired by March Madness basketball. Each scenario relates to an important employability skill. 
Read each scenario carefully and choose the best employability skill that corresponds to it. Write your answers in the 
blank provided. Good luck!

SCENARIO: During a crucial game a player gets injured, 
and the team needs to quickly change its strategy to 
compensate for the loss. Which employability skill is 
demonstrated in this situation?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: A basketball team is trailing by a significant 
margin at halftime. Despite the odds, they remain 
focused and motivated, determined to stage a comeback 
in the second half. What employability skill does this 
demonstrate?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: In the final moments of a tight game,  
a player makes a critical mistake that costs their team  
the win. Despite the disappointment, the player 
maintains composure and takes responsibility for their 
error. What employability skill is exemplified here?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: A team captain effectively shares the 
game plan with their teammates, ensuring everyone 
understands their roles and responsibilities on the court. 
What employability skill does this display?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: A basketball team’s coach recognizes the 
strengths and weaknesses of each player and assigns 
roles accordingly to maximize the team’s performance. 
Which employability skill is demonstrated by the coach?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: Despite facing numerous challenges 
throughout the season, a team maintains optimism and 
continues to work hard to improve. What employability 
skill does this reflect?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: During practice sessions, team members 
work together and provide constructive feedback to  
help each other enhance their skills and performance. 
Which employability skill is exhibited in this scenario?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: In preparation for a big game, a player 
meticulously studies the opponent’s playing style and 
tendencies to develop a strategic advantage. What 
employability skill is demonstrated through this action?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: Despite being the star player, an individual 
acknowledges the contributions of their teammates and 
shares credit for the team’s success. What employability 
skill does this illustrate?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

SCENARIO: In a high-pressure situation, a player 
maintains focus and stays calm, executing crucial plays 
with precision and accuracy. What employability skill  
is displayed here?

Employability Skill:  ________________________________________________ 

Positive Attitude

Leadership

Adaptability

Resilience

Accountability

Humility

Stress Management

Collaboration

Strategic Thinking
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Positive Attitude

Leadership

Adaptability

Resilience

Accountability

Humility

Stress Management

Collaboration

Strategic Thinking

Answer Key

Adaptability Positive Attitude

Resilience
Collaboration

Strategic Thinking

Humility

Stress Management

Accountability

Communication

Leadership
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